MYL Self Development Class: Mawlid

Qur’an on Allah’s Rahma (Mercy) and Ni'ma (blessings)

A3 AT Al Sy
OLJ &~ o0 wv!o/ -~ ‘P/Q/I»‘

“Say: “‘(All thls) is due to the Bounty and Mercy of Allah (bestowed upon you
through raising Muhammad [Allah bless him and give him peace] as the Holy
Messenger). So the Muslims should rejoice over it. This is far better than (all that
affluence and wealth) that they amass.””

(al-Qur’an, Sura Yunus, 10:58)
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“And proclaim (well) the bounties of your Lord.”

(al-Qur’an, Sura ad-Duba, 19:15)

O a8 ol 288 510 o8 S ol 2807 (3 30
TN u_q\x_

-

And (recall) when your Lord proclaimed: ‘If you thank, I shall certainly increase (My
blessings on) you, and if you are ungrateful, then My torment is surely severe.’

(Ibrahim, 14:7)

Qur’an on the Mawlid
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“He has not begotten any nor is He begotten.”

(al-Qur’an, Sura al-Ikhlas, 112:3)
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“(O My Esteemed Beloved!) By (your) father (Adam or Ibrahim [Abraham]) and
by those who are born,”

(al-Qur’an, Sura al-Balad, 90:3)
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“And peace be upon me on the day of my birth, the day of my demise and the day
I shall be raised up alive.””

(al-Qur’an, Sura Maryam, 19:33)
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“And peace be on Yahya (John) the day he was born, the day he dies and the day

he will be raised up alive.”
(al-Qur’an, Sura Maryam, 19:15)

Emphasising the Mawlid in Hadith
The Holy Prophet ((sallallihn “alayhi wa sallam)) emphasised his own birth:

There is a Hadith that specifies the legality of Mawlid as the Prophet himself highlighted
the importance of his birthday.

Abu Qatada says he the messenger of Allah (sallalldhn “alaybhi wa sallam) was asked; “Oh
messenger of Allah (sallalldhu “alayhi wa sallam), why has fasting on Monday has been
recommended to us.” Somebody then asked, “What is the reason?” The Prophet
(sallallahn “alayhi wa sallam) said, “This is the day of my birth, my raising to mankind.”
(Sahih Muslim, Book of Siyam, Volume 2, page 819. Baihaqi, Sunan al-Kubra, Volume 4,
Page 286 Hadith No. 8182 and Page 300, Hadith No. 8259. Nasai, Sunan al-Kubra;
Musannaf Abdur Razzaq; Musnad Ahmad Bin Hanbal; Musnad Abu Yala)

The Chapter of Mawlid in Early Literature

Al-Imam Abt “Tsa at-Tirmidhi [d. 279AH] 4 4es narrates the following in the chapter
he called “Regarding Milad-un-Nabi (the Birth of the Prophet) - 22 4 ¢ls L 1l
ale s all sasle b e (W in his Suman:

uuugm&dyuuim;-d\s‘:\;)g@ud@

o 5 8 e 5 L s - dﬁs\eu;”u\

L;gﬁi/;;ﬂ;gu@a&‘;&&d dﬁseg“j
,,‘ums\ A 380 Ul



;\ALA ‘Y k_it_j ‘Aﬂjdijchémdhdy‘)cp k_\SLIAj\ c_ﬂjS ‘@.\43\ CAN‘ 66&‘).1.)

(Y"l A es)l\ 0;60/\9 Calu el sade i La L;\.\” Jy\:’m @
Qays ibn Makhramah reports:

“T and the Messenger of Allah ale 4l 543le & La were born in the “Year of
the Elephant’ (‘Amul-fil). "Uthman ibn “Affin 4= & ) said and asked
Qubath ibn Ashyam, a brother of Bani Ya 'mar ibn Layth,

‘Are you bigger or the Messenger of Allah alu 54l yale & Lap’
He answered,

“The Messenger of Allah alu 54l 5 4le & La s bigger than me

but only that I came before him in birth (al-milad - 33ll).”. .7
(at-Tirmidhi, a/-Jami *-us-Sahih, Kitab-ul-Manaqibi ‘an Rasulillah Al Al gade & Lo Bab
2: Ma Ja’a fi Miladin-Nabi (Chapter: Regarding Milad-un-Nabi), 5:589, #3219. Also in:
Tabarl, Tarikh-ul-umami wal-malik, 1:452; Ibn Kathir, a/-Bidiya wan-nibdya, 2:216; Ahmad
ibn "Umar Shaybani, al-Ahid wal-mathiani, 1:407, #566; Mizzl, Tahdhib-ul-kamil, 23:467,
#4837; Cf. Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr. Prof. Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri, Milid-un-Nabi (s), pp.
952-3))

Ijma’ and Jamhur as an Evidence

The Holy Prophet (sallallahn “alayhi wa sallam) stated:

“ma ra'ahul-muslimina Hasanan fa huwa “indallihi Hasanun.”

“That which the [majority of] Muslims consider good, Allah considers good and that
which the [majority of] Muslims consider bad, Allah considers bad.”

(Hakim, al-Mustadrak, 3:83, #4465; Ahmad ibn Hanbal, a/Musnad, 1:379, #3600;
Tabarani, al-Mu jamul-Awsat, 4:58, #3602; Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Fadi'ilus-Sahiba, 1:367,
#541; Haythami, Majma nz-zawd'id, Bab fil-lima", 1:177; ‘ljlanl, Kashful-khifa, 2:245,
#2214, Zayla'i, Nasbur-Raya, 4:133; Muhib Tabarl, ar-Réyidun-Nadira, 2:180)

Hadrat Anas ibn Malik (radjyalldhu “anbu) reports that the Holy Prophet (sallallihn “alayhi
wa sallam) stated:

“inna ummatl 14 tajtami’u ‘ald Daldlatin fa idha ra'aytum ikhtilafa fa ‘alaykum bis-
sawadal-a’zam”

“My community shall never agree upon misguidance, therefore, if you see divergences,
you must follow the greater mass or larger group.”

(Ibn Maja, as-Sunan, 2:1308, Kitabul-Fitan, Bab as-Sawadul-A’zam, #3950; Kanani,
Misbahuz-Zujgja, 6:169, #1395; Lalika'l, I tigad Ablus-Sunna, 1:105, #153; Ibn Abi *Asim,
as-Sunna, 1:41, #84; Daylami, a/-Firdaws bimdithirul-Khitab, 1:411, #1662; “1jlani, Kashful-
khifa', 2:470, #2999; Ibn Kathir, Tuhfatut-Talib, 1:148, #38. Imam Jalaluddin Suyiti (ra)
considers the "Sawadul-A'zam — the greater majority" mentioned in this Hadith to mean
the "Ahlus-Sunna" and this is the crux of the Hadith (Hdshiyya Sunan Ibn Maja, 292))



His (s) Passing Away

Lastly, doubt is often created about whether one should show happiness or sadness on
the day of the Prophets (sa/lallibu “alayhi wa sallam) birth because this is also the day he
passed away. The following Hadith removes this doubt:

“Hayati kharul-lakum. .. wa ma mati khayrul-lakum”

“My life is a great good for you... and my passing away is a great good for you.”

(Qadi ‘Iyad, ash-Shifa', 1:19; Bazzar, al-Musnad, 5:308, #1925; Haythami, Majma uz-
zawd'id, 9:24; 1bn Kathir, a/-Biddya wan-Nibaya, 5:275; Daylami, al-Firdaws bimathiirul-kbitab
(from Abt Hurayra), 1:183, #6806. The following with slightly varying words from Anas
ibn Malik: Daylami, a/-Firdaws bimathirul-kbitab, 2:137, #2701; “Lilani, Kashful-khifa', 1:442,
1178; Ibn “Adi, al-Kamil, 3:76, #1178. The following in "Mursal" form from Bakr ibn
"Abdullah Muzani: Haythami, Majma uz-zawa'id, 2:884, #953; Ibn Sa'd, at-Tabagditul-
Kubra, 2:194; “1jlani, Kashful-Khifd', 1:442, #1178, Ibn Is-haq, Fadlus-salitn “alan-Nabt, 1:38,
39, #25, 20)

So we should not show sadness just because it is the day of his passing away, since even
this is a great good for us.

The Companions of the Holy Prophet (sallallibu “alayhi wa sallam) were distressed at his
passing away because they no longer had him walking and talking among them. We,
however, have not lost him in any way at all.

Had there been something wrong with gathering to commemorate the Mawlid, our past
1,000 years of scholarship via whom Islam has been transmitted would have spotted it.
Are there any scholars or preachers of today who can dare to compare themselves with
the authorities of the past mentioned in this brief article? Is there anyone around today
who would be so bold as to label the past 1,000 years of Muslims as having been
misguided? No, no one would. So let us get together, unite and remember his noble life
(sallallibu "alayhi wa sallam).



Bid a and Mawlid

The Din is complete and a teaching of the Din is to accept innovations that are liked or good
(hasana) and reject innovations that are disliked and blamewotthy (wadbmiima or sayyi'ah) or which
are raised to the level of essentials of the Din.

Some people object to commemorating the Mawlid on account of misunderstanding the Hadith
of Bid'a.

“Itbad ibn Sariya (radjyallabu “anbu) relates that the Holy Prophet (sallalldhn alaybhi wa sallam) stated:
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“wa iyydkum wa muHdathatul-umdr fa'inna kullu muHdathatin bid'atun wa kullu bid atin
Dalila”
“Beware of every novelty for every novelty is a bid"a and every bida is misguidance.”
(Abt Dawad, as-Sunan, 4:200, Kitibus-Sunna, Bab fi luzimus-Sunna, #4607; Tirmidhi, a/]dmi us-
Sabih, 5:44, Kitdbul-'ilm, Bab Maja'a fil-akhdh bis-Sunna, #26706; Ibn Maja, as-Sunan, Muqaddima,
Bab Ittiba'is-Sunnatul-Khulafa'ie-Rashidin, 1:15, #42; Ibn Maja, as-Sunan, Muqaddima, Bab
Ittiba'is-Sunnatul-Khulafa'ir-Rashidin, 1:15, #44; Ahmad ibn Hanbal, a/Musnad, 4:162; Ibn
Hibban, as-Sabib, 1:178, #5; Tabarani, Musnad ash-Shamamiyin, 1:446, #786; Tabarani, al-Mu janmnl-
Kabir, 18:249, #624; Darimi, as-Sunan, 1:57, #95; Bayhaql, Shu abul-iman, 2:27, #7516, Hakim, a/-
Mustadrak, 1:174, #329; Hakim, al-Mustadrak, 1:176, #332)

The understanding of this Hadith according to the classical scholars of Hadith of the past is very
different to what certain quarters lead us to believe in these troubled times. The classical Hadith
master, Mulla "All al-Qari [d. 1014] explains this Hadith:
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“ay kullu bid atin sayyi'atin Dalalatun li qawluh( “alayhiS-Salatu was-salim man sanna fil-islimi
sunnata Hasanatan falah( ajruhd wa ajru man “amila bihd wa jama’ abl bakrin wa ‘umarinil-
qur'dn wa katabtuht zaydin fil-muSHaf wa jadad fi "ahd "uthman (radiyallihu “anhum).”

“It means, every ‘bid'a WHICH IS BAD (sayyi'ah) is misguidance’ because he (“alaybis-saldtu was-
saldm) stated: “who so ever innovates a good innovation in Islam will get the rewards of it and the
rewards of those who practice it after.” Examples of this are the compiling of the Qut'an by Abu
Bakr and “Umar, having it writing in the form of a [one volume] book by Zayd and reviving it in

the era of "Uthman.”
(Al Qartl, Mirgdt Sharh Mishkat, 1:216)

This understanding of bid'a is explained further with the following sabih (rigorously
authenticated) Hadith which Mulla "All al-Qari cited above.

It is related on the authority of Jarir ibn “Abdullah (radiyallihu “anbu) that the Holy Prophet
(sallalldhu “alayhi wa sallam) stated:
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“man sanna fil-islami sunnatan Hasanatan falahQ ajruhd wa ajru man ‘amila biha ba’dihi min
ghayti ay-yanquSa min ujirihim shay' wa man sanna fil-islimi sunnatan sayyi'atan kdna ‘alayhi
wazrihd wa wizru man “amila bihd min ba“dihi min ghayri ay-yanquSa min awzarihim shay'.”
“Whoever innovates a good innovation in Islam has its reward and the reward of those who
would practice upon it until the Day of Judgement - without lessening the rewards of those who
practice with it. The one who innovates the innovation of misguidance, would take the sin for it
and the sin of those who practice upon it until the Day of Judgement--without lessening the sin
of those who practice with it.”

(Muslim, as-Sahih, 2:705, Kitabuz-Zakat, #1017; Nasa'l, as-Sunan, 5:55, Kitabuz-Zakat, #2554;
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, a-Musnad, 4:357-359; Ibn Hibban, as-Sahih, 8:101, 102, #3308; Ibn Abi
Shayba, al-Musannaf, 2:350, #9803; Bayhaqi, as-Sunannl-Kubra, 4:175)

Firstly, since the wording of this Hadith is general, i.e. "Whoever" ((») its application is general.
Secondly, one cannot say that "sunna" (O~ in this Hadith means the "Sunna" of the Holy
Prophet (sallallihn “alayhi wa sallam) because the Hadith desctibes both "good (basana)" and "bad
(sayyi'a)" sunnas. Since the Prophetic Sunna is only "good", the term "sunna" in the Hadith refers
to a new way or innovation and not Sunna of the Holy Prophet (sa/lallibn “alaybi wa sallam). The
Hadith thus means that an innovation that is good is rewarded for while an innovation that is bad
is punished for.

It is inconceivable that so-called scholars of today who barely know more than a dozen Hadiths
by heart have a better understanding than the traditional authorities of the Din of the past like
those in the following list who committed more than 100,000 Hadiths to memory with their
chains of transmission:

* Imam Shafi'l. Imam Shafi'1 divided bid a (innovation) into Ehe two basic categories:
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“Innovated matters are of two kinds (a/-muHdathatu minal-umiri Darban): one is an innovation that
contravenes (i uHditha ynkhalif)) some-thing in the Qur'an or the Sunna or a Companion-report
(athar) or the Consensus (jd’): that innovation is misguidance (fahddhibil-bid atu Dalila). The
other kind is the innovation of any and all good things (md uHditha minal-khayr) contravening
none of the above, and this is a blameless innovation (wahddhibi muHdathatun ghayru madbmiima).
“Umar said, concerning the prayers of Ramadan: ‘What a fine bid'a this isl™* meaning that it was
innovated without having existed before and, even so, there was nothing in it that contradicted
the above.”

(Dhahabi, Séyar a lamun-nubald', 8:408)

* This is the narration in question and displays that it is the teaching of the Holy Prophet
(sallallahn “alayhi wa sallam) and the methodology employed by his blessed companions to accept
“good innovations” and reject “bad” ones.
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“*Abdur-Rahman ibn “Abdul-Qari narrates that he went into the mosque with
“Umar ibn al-Khattab in the month of Ramadan. There he saw the people
praying individually by themselves or in small groups. "Umar (radiyalldhu “anhu)
said: 'By Allah! It would be better for you to gather behind a single reciter (qatd,
meaning imam)."! He then gatheted them behind Ubayy ibn Ka'b. Then on
another night, "Umar (radiyallihu ‘anhu) saw that the people had gathered
themselves behind one imam. “Umar said: "What a good innovation this is (ni’
matil-bid atu hadhihi [and a slightly different wording but with the same
meaning from al-Bukhari's Sahih: ni*mal-bid atu hadhihi]). And the time people
go to sleep in, i.e. tahajjud time, is better than the one being performed (i.e. the
tarawih)' and the people read (the tardwih) at the eatly part (of the night).”
(Bukhari, as-Sabib, Kitab Salatut-Tarawih, #1906; Malik, Muwatta, 1:114, #250;
Bayhadi, as-Sunannl-Kubrd, 2:394, #4379; Bayhaqi, Shu abul-iniin, 3:177, #3269;
Zayla'1, Nasbur-Rdya, 2:152, #118; Ibn Qudama, a/-Mughni, 1:455)

So it is the Sunna of the companions to accept good innovations and reject bad ones.

* Shaykhul-Islam ‘lzzuddin ibn ‘Abdus-Salim. He divided bid'a into the following five
categories: wajib, mustahab, mubah, makrah and haram. ("Izzuddin ibn “Abdis-Salam, Qawa “idu/-
Abkdm fi Masélibil-an dm, 2:173)

* Hujjatul-Islam Imam al-Ghazali. Divided bid a into good and bad. (Ghazali, Ihya uliimuddin, 2:3)

* Shaykhul-Islam Imam Nawawi. He states:

“Al-Bida in the Law (shari"a) is the innovating of what did not exist in the time of the Messenger
of Allah (sallallahu “alaybhi wa sallam) and is divided into 'excellent' and 'bad' (wahya mungasimatun ild
Hasana wa gabiHa). The Shaykh, ‘Izzud-din ibn “Abdus-Salam stated in his book, al-Qawa id:
‘Innovation is divided into obligatory (wdjiba), forbidden (mubarrama), recommended (mandiba),
offensive (makritha), and indifferent (mubiha).””

(Nawawl, Tabdbibnl-Asma' wal-Lughdt, 3:22)

* Ibn Athir in his Jani ul-Usil.

* Imam Shatibli in his a/-I #sdm.

* Ibn Taymiyya in his Minhdjus-Sunna, 4:224.

* Ibn Rajab Hanball in his Jam: ul-uliim wal-Hikam, 160.

* Shaykhul-Islam Imam Ibn Hajar al-"Asqalani. He states:

“The root meaning of innovation (bid"a) is what is produced without precedent. It is applied in
the law in opposition to the Sunna and is therefore blameworthy. Strictly speaking, if it is part of
what is classified as commendable (#zustahsana) by the law then it is a good innovation (hasana),
while if it is part of what is classified as blameworthy by the law then it is blameworthy
(mustagbaha), otherwise it falls in the category of what is permitted indifferently (mubah). It can be
divided into the known five categories.”

("Asqalani, Fathul-Bari, 4:253)

* Shaykhul-Islam Imam Jalaluddin as-Suyatl in his Misbabuz-zmaja Hishiyya Ibn Maja.



* Shaykhul-Islam Imadm Ibn Hajar al-Haytami al-Makki in his commentary on Imam Nawawi's
"40 Hadith": az-Tabyin Sharbhil-Arba’in, 142.

Elsewhere, he makes the following comments about the Hadith of bid a:

“And as for the Hadith ‘Every innovation is misguidance and every misguidance is in the Hell
fire’ this Hadith is applied to reprehensible/bad innovations. It has NEVER been applied to
anything other than this.”

(Ibn Hajar al-Haytami, a/-Fatawal-Hadithiyya, 130)

Nowadays, certain people are even applying this Hadith to Milad/Mawlid gatherings! This has
never been the understanding of the classical scholars of the past.

* Imam Zurqani in his Sharbul-Muwatta, 1:238.
* Shaykh "Abdul-Haqq Muhaddith Dehelwi in his Madarijun-Nubuwwa.
* Imam Shami in his Raddul-Mubtar Sharh Durrul-Mukbtér.

* and many many others.
(Ct. Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr. Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri, M#id-un-Nabi (s), pp.736-737)

The Sahaba and Tabi'in not arranging such gatherings in the form that we do does not mean that
it is prohibited. Their methodology was to accept good innovations and reject bad ones and this
is the guideline that has been adopted by later generations of Muslim scholarship. There are
literally hundreds of types of gatherings held in our time, which were never done during the eras
of the eatly generation of Muslims. Examples of these are, Shaykh Muhammad bin “Abdul-
Wahhab Week (organised in Saudi Arabia), Khilafa Conference, Anti-war rallies, Anti-Voting
ralies [?l], Centenary (100 year) Anniversary of the opening of Darul-"Ulum Deoband (arranged
in India, in which flowers were thrown, slogans were made, decorations were put up and Indira
Gandhi was the main guest), Celebrating the creation of Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, India which take
place every year on exactly the same day etc and the hundreds of talks, exhibitions, concerts,
conferences for the hundreds of Islamic issues that effect Muslims which take place in mosques,
centres, colleges, universities etc. The list is huge but strangely objection seems only to be made
against gatherings in remembrance of the birth of the Holy Prophet (sallallihu “alaybi wa sallam)
which has been organised for over 1,000 years unbroken. To make any gathering about the Holy
Prophet (saw) which consists of only hala/ activities, whether it is the birth of the Prophet, his
migration, his talking, his walking, his greeting people, his meeting people, his miracles, his
battles, his ascension (" raj), the revelation to him etc all of these are permitted.

Not all considered commemorating the Mawlid to be a bid a. They used the following as one of
many sources in Hadith literature for commemorating the Mawlid.

It is related in a Hadith of Sahth al-Bukhari:
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“After Aba Lahb died, someone from hls household saw him in a dream in a bad condmon
They asked him, ‘What condition are you in?” Abi Lahb replied, "I am in severe punishment
which I can never escape from. I get a lessening [in the punishment] for freeing my slave girl
Thuwayba.”
(Bukharl, as-Sahih, 5:1961, Kitabun-nikah, #4813; *Abdur-Razzaq, al-Musannaf, 7:478, #13955;
Bayhadi, as-Sunanul-Kubra, 7:162; Bayhadql, Shu abul-imin, 1:261; Bayhaql, Dald'ilun-Nubuwwa,
1:150; Suhayli, ar-Rawdul-unf, 5:192; Ibn Kathir, as-Siratun-INabawiyya, 1:224; Ibn Dayba® Shaybani,



Hadd'igul-Anwar, 1:134; Baghawi, Sharbus-Sunna, 9:76, #2282; Zayla'l, Nasbur-rdya, 3:168,;
“Asqalani, Fathul-bari, 9:945; “Ayni, “Umdatul-gari, 20:95; ~Amiti, Babjatul-mabafil, 1:41; Muhaddith
Dehelwi, Madarijun-Nubuwwa, 2:19)

The great Hadith scholar, Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-"Asqalani (rabmatullahi “alay) states with reference to
Imam Suhayli (rabmatullihi “alay):
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“*Abbas said:
‘When Abu Lahb died, I saw him one year later in a dream in a very bad state. I heard him say,
‘After separating from you, I have had no rest what so ever and am gripped in a severe
punishment. But the punishment is lessened every Monday.”.”

[The reason for this is that] the Holy Prophet (sallallahn “alayhi wa sallam) was born on a Monday.
His punishment is lessened because of [Aba Lahb's slave gitl] Thuwayba giving him [Abt Lahb]
the glad tidings and him setting her free out of happiness for his birth (mawlid).”
("Asqalani, Fathul-biri, 9:145)

An interesting quote is the following statement of Muhammad ibn *Abdul-Wahhab Najdi, who
wrote:

“Abut Lahb was seen in a dream after his death and he was asked, "What condition are you in?'
He replied, "I am in fire except on every Monday when there is a lessening of the punishment.'
He then began gesturing with his fingers and said, "Water comes from between these two fingers
of mine which I drink and as a result of this, there is a lessening in the punishment [I receive]. 1
freed Thuwayba when she gave me the good news of the birth of the Holy Prophet (saw).”
(Muhammad ibn “Abdul-Wahhib an-Najdi, Mukbtasar Siratur-Rasil (Lahore: Matbt'a Maktaba
‘Tlmiyya, 1979/Lahore: al-Maktabatus-Salafiyya, 1979), 13)

Muhammad ibn *Abdul-Wahhab Najdi then quotes Imam Ibn Jawzl (rabmatullihi “alay) stating:

“If this is the state of such an unbeliever as Aba Lahb whose accursed nature has been revealed
in the Holy Qut'an. That he receives a reward (of a lessening in the punishment). Then what
would be the state of a Muslim from his Umma who believes in the Oneness of Allah and who
shows happiness at his Mawlid?”

(Muhammad ibn “Abdul-Wahhib an-Najdi, Mukbtasar Siratur-Rasil (Lahotre: Matbt'a Maktaba
‘Tlmiyya, 1979/Lahore: al-Maktabatus-Salafiyya, 1979), 13)

So would Imam Ibn Jawzl (rabmatullihi “alay) be approving of something reprehensible or against
Islam? Would Muhammad ibn *Abdul-Wahhab Najdi quote something that was against Islam?

Shaykhul-Islam Imam Jalaluddin Suyati (rabmatullihi “alay) mentions a similar statement but from
Hafiz Shamsud-din al-Jazri:

“...then I (Suydti) saw what the Imam of Qura' (reciters/scholars of Qut'an), Hafiz Shamsud-din
al-Jaztl said in his book, “Urf at-ta rif bil-Mawlid ash-sharif.

*Abt Lahab was seen in a dream after his death and he had been asked, "how ate you doing?' He
said, ‘In fire, but I get a respite every Monday night. (He then gestured with the tips of his fingers
and said) I suck from my two fingers this much water [which gives some relief] and this is
because of my kindness to Thuwayba when she brought me the good news of the birth of the
Prophet peace and blessings of Allih be upon him, and that she had suckled him.' So if Abu
Lahab, a kafir (disbeliever) who has been cursed in the Qur'an, is being rewarded for celebrating



the night of the birth of the Prophet peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, how about the
Muslim, a muwahhid (one who believes in the Oneness of Allah), from the nation of the
Prophet, who celebrates his birth and spends what he can afford for his love peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him? And I swear (by my life) that his reward from al-Karim (the Most
Generous), Allah, would be to admit him to the Paradises of happiness (jannatun-na'im)."

(Husn Magsid fi " Amal-il Mawlid by Imam Jalal ad-Din Suyud, p. 66)

The Shaykh al-Islam and master of the Shafi'l madhhab during his time, al-Imidm Suyatl
mentions the statement of Hafiz Shamsud-din ibn Nasirud-din ad-Dimashqi from his book
Mawrid as-Sadi fi Mawlid al-hads

“It has been authenticated that the torment of Aba Lahab is reduced on Monday for freeing (his
slave) Thuwayba in celebration of the Prophet's birth peace and blessings of Allih be upon him.”
(Husn Magsid fi " Amal-il Mawlid by Imam Jalal ad-Din Suyud, p. 66)

He then writes the following piece of poetry:

“If this is a kafir who has been cursed,

and his hands are in hell where he is abiding forever,

it has been said that on every Monday,

his torment is being eased because he was pleased with [the birth of] Ahmad,
what then about the servant, who all his life,

is pleased with Ahmad and dies a muwahhid?”

Mawlana “Abdul-Hayy Laknawi (rabmatullihi “alay) similarly comments:

“Since an unbeleiver like Aba Lahb who showed happiness at the birth of the Holy Prophet
(sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam) has a lessening in his punishment, then what about someone from
the Umma who shows happiness. He then spends as much as is feasible to express his love, why
then wouldn't he reach a higher status [in the presence of Allah|?”

("Abdul-Hayy Laknawi, Fatdwi "Abdul-Hayy, 2:282)

Brief glimpse of historic Mawlids as compiled by the great scholar, Mulla "All al-Qari [d.
1014AH]:

Iméam Shamsuddin Sakhawi states:

“The commemoration started after the third century of the Hijra on the basis of piety and with
the purest intention. Since then, THE PEOPLE OF ISLAM (Abhlul-Isiiny) IN EVERY STATE,
IN EVERY MAJOR CITY HAVE BEEN REGULARLY organising gatherings during the
month of his advent peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. They maintained the tempo and
esteem of these gatherings of commemoration, by catering splendid feasts and distributing alms
and charity. Even in our time, during the nights of this blessed month, various types of charity is
distributed, expressions of joy are displayed and pious deeds are performed. People start doing
this as soon as this month nears [i.e. before its actual arrival] and the virtues of this holy month
still appears to the people in the form of great blessings (fadli “azim). This is something that is
practically witnessed, as has been mentioned by al-Imim Shamsud-din ibn al-Jazari al-Mugqri who
stated:

‘There is complete security, peace and harmony during the month of the noble birth. The
aspirations of the needy are responded to immediately [by Allah as a result of their celebrating].”
(Mulla “All Qarl, a/-Mawrid ar-Raw? fi Mawlid an-Nabz, 12-13)

He states regarding the gatherings to commemorate the Noble birth by the inhabitants of Egypt
and Syria:



[Sakhawi states:] “The inhabitants of Egypt and Syria are very fond of holding these gatherings.
The Sultan of Egypt holds a high station in organising such congregations every year.”

He [Sakhawi] stated:

“In 785 H., I attended the gathering organised by Sultan Zahir Barqiq Alldh's Mercy be upon
him, at the Fort on al-Jabal (Mount) al-"Uliyah and saw things which touched me. I expressed
immense joy and happiness and did not see anything unpleasant. I had written down whatever
the Sultan had distributed to the reciters of the Qur’an (Qura’), speakers, poets and organisers.
This amounted to gold worth approximately ten thousand ‘mathqal’ in weight, and included
food, sweet drinks, a khal'a (robes of honour), perfumes, candles and other gifts which aid
people to become economically established. I counted twenty-five poets who recited odes
praising the Prophet most excellently, each one of whom could not leave the stage without taking
approximately twenty robes of honour from the Sultan and other notables."

Imam Sakhawi further stated:

“It is my stand point that the Sultan's of Egypt, who atre also the custodians of the Haramayn
ash-Sharifayn (The two noble sanctuaries of Makka and Madina) are those people whom Allah
has given tanfig (favour) as they removed all sorts of evil. They have preserved the concerns of
the people just like their own off springs. They attained fame due to their justice. May Allah help
them with His unseen powers.”

(Mulla “All Qarl, al-Mawrid ar-Raw? fi Mawlid an-INabz, 13)
These are the leaders of the past not the ones we have at present.

When the Muslims were ruling the world, there was no objection to the Mawlid. The following is
Mulla *Ali Qari's description of the commemoration of the Nobel birth by the Sultan's of Muslim
Spain (Andalus):

“The Leaders of al-Andalus (Muslim Spain) and those who live in the Maghrib [Northern and
Western Africa] used to appear in the form of a procession at night inclusive of great scholars
and Imams during the night of the noble birth. Along the route, people from far and wide would
join in and proclaim the declaration of faith before the non-believers. I feel that the inhabitants
of ar-Rum [Constantinople] were not far behind them in this regard and that they too held
similar congregations for the noble birth as did other states. Scholars and writers have even
informed me that the people of al-Hind (the Indian sub-continent) also excel in holding such
sacred congregations. Keeping in line with the other states, they too organise gatherings to gain
the blessings of this occasion.'

(Mulla “All Qarl, a/-Mawrid ar-Raw? fi Mawlid an-Nabz, 14)

Were we to return to those days of glory and stop bickering over whether the Mawlid is
permitted or not. Also, the quote shows that the Mawlid/Milad did NOT originate in
India/Pakistan.

This is an explanation of Mawlid-un-Nabi (or Milad-un-Nabi) by unanimously recognised
authorities of Islam. The following is the statement of Imam Ibn Hajar al->Asqalani (rahmatullahi
“alay) with regard to the commemoration:



“Jalal ad-din as-Suyuti writes: The Sheikh of Islam and hadith master of his age, Ahmed ibn
Hajar (Asqalani) was asked about the practice of commemorating the birth of the Prophet (Allah
bless him and give him peace), and gave the following written reply:
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In light of which, one should take care to commemorate it on the day itself in
order to conform to the above story of Moses and the tenth of Muharram,
those who do not view the matter thus do not mind commemorating it on any
day of the month, while some have expanded its time to any day of the year,
whatever exception may be taken at such a view.

Followed by this, he writes:

The foregoing is in regard to its legal basis. As for what is done therein, it
should be confined to what expresses thanksgiving to Allah Most High, of the
like of the above mentioned practices such as

- reciting the Koran

- feeding others

- giving charity

- and singing some of the odes that praise the Prophet (Allah bless him and give
him peace)

- or to encourage one to do with less of the worldly things

- inspiring the hearts of the listeners to do good

- and to work for the hereafter.

Finally he concludes:

As for what is added to this, of listening to singing, amusement and so forth,
what should be said of it is that the permissible therein that displays rejoicing
over the day is of no harm if conjoined with it, while that which is unlawful,
offensive, or un-praiseworthy is forbidden."

(as-Suyuti, Jalal ad-din, a/-Hawi lil-fatawi al-figh wal-uliim at-tafsir wal-hadith wal-usil
wal-nabw wal i wa sa'ir alfunun, Two (2) volumes. 1352/1933 - 34, Reprint Beirut:
Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyya, 1403/1983 (cf. Reliance of the Traveller, W 58.0), 1:196)

So considering this, processions, stalls, decorations etc if they include only what is permitted,
there is then no harm in them. Imam Ibn Hajar "Asqalani is one of the great scholars via whom
most Islamic scholars and Islamic madrasa's across the globe take their chains back to Sahib al-



Bukhdiri from. So obviously, he is going to understand the meanings of Hadiths better than the
scholars of our time.

The famous Muhaddith, Imdm “Abd ar-Rahman ibn Jawzi [d. 597] (rahmatullahi “alay), one-
thousand years ago writes regarding the Mawlid during his lifetime:

“People of the Haramayn ash-Sharifayn (Makkah and Madina), Egypt, Yemen, Syria, and all the
Arab countries from the East to the West have ALWAYS BEEN HOLDING GATHERINGS
REJOICING THE BIRTHDAY (Mawlid) of the Holy Prophet peace and blessings of Alldh be
upon him. They start this celebration of happiness from the appearance of first moon (bidl) (i.e.
the first day) of the month of Rabi'ul-awwal and take great care and interest in listening to and
reciting the ‘Mawlid’. As a result of it, they gain unlimited rewards (ajran jazild) and success in
attaining higher (spiritual) stations (fawzan “azimd).”

(Ibn Jawzi, Mawlid al-'Uras (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub ash-Sha biyya, 1982 AD), p. 58)

Most of us have copies of Imdm an-Nawawi's "40-Hadith". This is the verdict of the authort's
teacher, ash-Shaykh Aba Shamah [599-665] who writes:

“May Allah the Exalted keep the City of Erbil [Arbil, near Mosul in Iraq] under His Divine
Protection. Every year on the eve of the birth of the Prophet (Mawlid an-Nabi) peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him, people with great fervour and devotion start displaying joy and
happiness by doing extra pious deeds such as giving charity to the needy (sadagd?), doing acts of
righteousness (a 'rif), and displaying ornaments and decorations in rejoicement. Although this is
a new act, it is praiseworthy, as it is a very lucrative and beneficial way of helping the poor and
happiness (su#rir), love and joy towards the Holy Prophet peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him is made known to everyone. His status is realised and respect and honour (#z'3i) is felt for
him in the heart. They do this to thank Allah for sending to them, His Messenger, the mercy for
all the worlds peace and blessings of Allah be upon him.”

(AbG Shama, al-Ba'ith “ald Inkdr-il bida'i wal-Hawadith, p. 13)

Imam Nawawi |d. 670] (rabmatullihi “alay) is the scholar via whom all Muslim scholars take the
Hadith work, Sabih Muslim. He would know better than the Muslim scholars of today about
whether an action is permitted in Islam or not.

Imam as-Sakhawi (the Author of a/-Maqgdsid al-Hasana) [831-902] (rabmatullihi “alay) states:

“In every corner of the wortld, in every major city, the People of Islam gather and rejoice during
the month of the happy birth (Mawlid) of the Prophet peace and blessings of Allah be upon him.
They perform every act of worship to Allah, ranging from doling out alms, charities, feeding
people, expressing happiness and performing extra good deeds during this period. They
congregate and listen to the Mawlid al-karim (na’ts, recitation of poems and odes in praise of the
Prophet peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, narrated events relating to the noble birth, its
virtues, its miracles etc, disseminating and sermonising his honourable conduct and
manifestation). By practising this, blessings (barakdi?) continuously rain down upon the gathered
throughout the blessed month.”

(Muhammad ibn Y0suf] ash-Shami as-Salihi [d. 942], Subu! al-Hudi war-Rashid (Cairo: Thyd' at-
Turéth al-Islimi, 1410), 1:439)

Haji Imdadullah Muhajir Makki [d. 1317 (rabmatullihi “alay) who is the shaykh of many of the
scholars of Deoband, such as Ashraf “Ali Thanvi, Rashid Ahmad Gangohi and Q4sim Nanotwi,
answers in his famous booklet Faysala Haft Masala:

“This servants [Haji Imdadulldh's] conviction is that these gatherings of the Nobel Birth can be
attended. In fact, regarding it as a means to gain blessings, I hold such an assembly every year and
desire satisfaction and solace in it.”

(Haji Imdadullah Muhajir Makki, Faysala Haft Masala (Lahore: Madani Kutub Khana), 9)



The Date of the Nobel Birth
Borrowed by Pir Karam Shah (rabmatullihi “alayb).

Imam Ibn Jarir Tabarl, who was an unparalleled mufassir (exegesis) of the Qut'an, a grammarian
and a prolific writer, wrote in relation to this topic:

“The birth of the Holy Messenger of Allah (sallallihu ta’dli “alaybhi wa dlib? wa sallam) occurred on
Monday (Yawmul-Ithnayn), the twelfth night of the month of Rabiul-Awwal, in the Year of the
Elephant’ (\Amul-Fi)).” [See See Sira Fil, 105 for the details on this event]

(Tarikh Tabari, 2:120)

Some of the modernist sirah writers in the Sub-Continent have quoted from a man named
Mahmuad Pasha Falki that the twelfth of Rabi ul-Awwal does not fall on a Monday, but that the
ninth of Rabi ul-Awwal falls on a Monday, and hence they conclude that the ninth is the correct
date. The reality is that these people don't even know where Mahmud Pasha is from let alone
what his work says.

[These modernist writers, such as] "Allima Shibli and Qadi Sulayman Manstrpari have written
that Mahmtd Pasha was the king of Egypt (Misr) while Mufti Muhammad Shafi® has written that
he was a resident of Makka. Mawlina Hifzur-Rahman Sayadharwi has written that he was a
famous mathematician and astronomer of Constantinople [??!l]. So they do not even know where
he was from let alone how reliable he was.

After vigorously searching, 1 [Pir Karam Shah] could not find the manuscript or book by
Mahmd Pasha Falki. I discovered that Pasha Falki's original work was in French, which was first
translated by Ahmad Zaki Effendi into Arabic under the title of "Nata'jjul-Athdm." Mawlawi
Sayyid Muhiyyuddin Khan, judge of the High Court of Haydarabad, translated this into Urdu and
in 1898AD published it from Nulakshar (in British India), but even this translated work is no
longer available.

Even if Mahmuad Pasha Falki made use of astronomical sciences for research on this topic, it can
in no way, override the narrations which have come from the Companions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (saw), their successors and our Islamic heritage which has been preserved by the
scholars of this Umma till today. The reason for this is that, just as other sciences are not definite
and without conjecture, in the same way, astronomy is also not without its errors and
shortcomings, especially in the 19th century.

The classical Islamic scholar and Shaykhul-Hadith of the Sub-Continent, Shaykh *Abdul-Haqq
Muhaddith Dehlwi (rabmatullahi “alayh) in his famous and authoritative book, Madarijun-Nubuwswat
writes in the section discussing the date of the noble birth (milad):

“Come to know it well that the majority of the scholars of sirah and history (tarikh) are of the
opinion that his (sallallibu “alayhi wa sallam) birth occurred in the 'Year of the Elephant' either
forty or fifty-six days after the event of Fil’. The second saying is more correct from the two.
The famous view is that the month was Rabiul-Awwal and the date was the twelfth. Some

scholars have stated that there is complete agreement on this being the date.”
("Abdul-Haqq Muhaddith Dahlawi, Maddrijun-Nubuwwa, v. 2, p. 15)



Translated from: al-"Ulama' Magazine (Minhaj-ul-Qut'an Publishers, July, 1998), pp. 27-30
(approved by Shaykh GF Haddad)

Some objections

The same was done by the writer with him half-quoting Dhahabi and Ibn Kathir whose favorable
views on Mawlid can be ascertained by their remarks on Muzaffar the King of Irbil, who was
famous for his sumptuous celebration of the Prophet's birthday. Dhahabi writes in his Szyar a lin
al-nubald':

“He [Muzaffar| loved charity (sadaqa)... and built four hospices for the poor and sick... and one
house for women, one for orphans, one for the homeless, and he himself used to visit the sick...
He built a madrasa for the Shafi'is and the Hanafis... He would forbid any reprehensible matter
entry into his country... As for his celebration of the Noble Mawlid al-Nabawi, words are too
poor to describe it. The people used to come all the way from Iraq and Algeria to attend it. Two
wooden dias would be erected and decorated for him and his wife... the celebration would last
several days, and a huge quantity of cows and camels would be brought out to be sacrificed and
cooked in different ways... Preachers would roam the field exhorting the people. Great sums
were spent (as charity). Ibn Dihya compiled a "Book of Mawlid" for him for which he received
1,000 dinars. He [Muzaffar] was modest, a lover of good, and a true Sunni who loved scholars of
jurisprudence and scholars of Hadith, and was generous even to poets. He was killed in battle
according to what is reported.”

(al-Dhahabi, Siyar a’lam al-nubala’, ed. Shu'ayb Arna'ut (Beirut: Mu'assasat al-Risalah, 1981)
22:335-336)

Ibn Kathir said in a/-Biddya wan-nihaya:

“He [Muzaffar] used to celebrate the noble Mawlid in Rabi® al-Awwal and organize huge
festivities for it. He was a wise king, brave, a fierce fighter, intelligent, learned, and just. May
Allah have mercy on him and ennoble his grave. Shaykh Abu al-Khattab ibn Dihya compiled for
him a book on the Mawlid of the Prophet and named it at-Tanwir fi mawlid al-bashir an-nadhir
(The illumination concerning the birthday of the Bringer of glad tidings and Warner) and the king
rewarded him with 1,000 dinars for it. His rule lasted until he died in the year 630 [Hijri] as he
was besieging the French in the city of Acca [Acre, Palestine | after a glorious and blameless life.”
(Ibn Kathir, a/-Biddya wan-nihdya (Beirut and Riyad: Maktabat al-ma’arif & Maktabat al-Nast,
1966) 13:136-137)

Even Ibn Taymiyya accepts the possibility of Allah rewarding those who hold such gatherings:
“And similar to this is what some people started by either making analogy with the Christians
celebrating the birth (Milad) of ‘fsa (Jesus) peace be upon him in their Christmas OR out of love
for the Holy Prophet peace and blessings of Allah be upon him to honour him (#z°3/7). And
Allah will reward them (#hawab) for this love and effort/struggle (jitibad).”

(Ibn Taymiyya, Igtida’-us-sirat-il-Mustagim, p. 294)

Elsewhere he writes:

“So respecting and honouring the Mawlid and taking it as mawsim (season) as some people are
doing results in a great reward (gjrun “azim) because of their good intention in respecting the
Messenger of Allah peace and blessings of Allah be upon him.”

(Ibn Taymiyya, Igtida -us-sirat-il-Mustaqim, p. 297)

All quotes were selected from: Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr. Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadti's 1,000-page
work, Mladun-INabi (sallallabn “alaybi wa sallam) (Lahote: Minhaj-ul-Qut'an Publishers, 2004) and
Jashan-e-Mildd-un-Nabi ki Shar'i Haysiyyat.



